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worthy setting.    There the lovely jjlass of the windows of
Beckett Crown told the story of his miracles uhile a wall*
painting depicted  his marytrdorn,     Kinjjs and  commoners
from all countries caine to lay their jjifts on flu* shrine, which
was covered with plates of gold encrusted with precious stones.
Chaucer's Cantwlwrv 7V/Mv, no less than the many pilgrim inns
and hospitals in the city, speak of the devotion of the Middle
Ages to * the holy blissful martyr \   The ^reatrst honour that
could he paid to the well-loved Black fYinec was that his tomb
should he placed in the Trinity Chapel and not, as he had re-
quested t in his chantry in the undercroft.    The whole life of
the city seemed to revolve round the Feasts and Jubilees of
the Saint, whose story was acted annual! v in I he" Pageant of
St. Thomas.  Then came the Dissolution of tin* Monasteries;
the Saint was declared a traitor and the treasures of his shrine
were carried away in two great chests, while* flu* spoil of the
Cathedral filled twenty-six carts.   The Abbey of St. Augus-
tine was also destroyed except for the part retained by the
king for a palace.

City and Cathedral alike recovered from the loss of what
had been their greatest treasure* Part of the former monastery
of Christ Church became the King'a School ; Elizabeth held
court on the site of St. Augustine's Abbey ; Flemish and
Huguenot weavers settled in the city and held their services in
the cathedral crypt; the Archbishops continued to play a
great part in the history of the country ^ even adding, in the
person of Laud, to the number of the martyrs. The eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries laid heavy hands on Cathedral and
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